Illinois Wesleyan University

Digital Commons @ IWU
John Wesley Powell Student Research
Conference

2009, 20th Annual JWP Conference

Apr 18th, 9:00 AM - 10:00 AM

Anime; An Illinois Wesleyan Culture Club
Nicole Wagner
Illinois Wesleyan University

Rebecca Gearhart, Faculty Advisor
Illinois Wesleyan University

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/jwprc

Wagner, Nicole and Gearhart, Faculty Advisor, Rebecca, "Anime; An Illinois Wesleyan
Culture Club" (2009). John Wesley Powell Student Research Conference. 29.
https://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/jwprc/2009/posters/29

This Event is protected by copyright and/or related rights. It has been brought to you by Digital
Commons @ IWU with permission from the rights-holder(s). You are free to use this material in any
way that is permitted by the copyright and related rights legislation that applies to your use. For
other uses you need to obtain permission from the rights-holder(s) directly, unless additional rights
are indicated by a Creative Commons license in the record and/ or on the work itself. This material
has been accepted for inclusion by faculty at Illinois Wesleyan University. For more information,
please contact digitalcommons@iwu.edu.
©Copyright is owned by the author of this document.

THE JOHN WESLEY POWELL STUDENT RESEARCH CONFERENCE - APRIL 2009
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ANJME; AN HLlNOIS WESLEYAN CULTURE CLUB

Nicole Wagner and Rebecca Gearhart*
Sociology and Anthropology Department, Illinois Wesleyan University

U sing visual ethnography, this poster presentation is a means to educate people about the unique
characteristics of the IWU Anime Club. This research . focuses on how Anime unites Club
members through activities that allow them to bond with each other as well as express their
individuality. One of these activities is Cosplay or "costume play," in which participants outfit
themselves in costumes and accessories worn by specific anime characters. As anime becomes
more integrated into mainstream American culture, Anime Club members share their enjoyment
of anime through Cosplay events as well as bi-monthly anime film screenings that are open to the
entire IWU student body. New members are always welcome to join in. The research highlights
how members of the IWU Anime Club express a unique sense of self- identity through a specific
type of media that they enjoy.

